A SAMPLE LETTER FOR JUDGE TO
REDUCE SENTENCE

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP Code]
[Email Address]
[Today’s Date]

[Judge's Full Name]
[Judge's Title]
[Address of the Court]
[City, State ZIP Code]

Your Honor,

I am writing to humbly request the reduction of [Defendant’s Name]'s sentence, whom | have
had the privilege to know as my [relationship to defendant, e.g., son, friend, spouse] for the past
[number of years]. As | sit down to write this letter, my hands tremble with fear, yet my heart
pulses with hope; | hope you will consider leniency in a situation so immensely complex and
fraught with emotion.

From a young age, [Defendant’'s Name] has displayed kindness, compassion, and altruism that
defy easy explanations. | remember vividly when he/she volunteered at the local animal shelter
and how the stray dogs would respond to his/her gentle touch. He/she has always been the
person to put others before himself/herself, often forgetting his/her own needs in the process.
This devotion to the well-being of others, Your Honor, demonstrates a depth of character that
the shadows of one grievous mistake shouldn’t obscure.

It's indescribably painful to see [Defendant's Name] go through this ordeal, not just for the legal
consequences but for the shame and regret that weigh on him/her daily. He/she is not the sum
of his/her worst decisions but a human capable of change, growth, and redemption. There were
mitigating circumstances that led to this unfortunate incident, circumstances like [explain any
relevant situations, like financial hardship, emotional trauma, etc.], which don't excuse the action
but might provide a fuller context for understanding it.

Your Honor, there are no words to express the sorrow and regret that [Defendant's Name] and
our family feel. Every night is a struggle to make sense of how we got here and how we can
move forward. A reduced sentence would not only serve as a testament to [Defendant’s
Name]'s true character but also give him/her a second chance at life, a chance to turn the page
and contribute positively to society.



We understand that the law must be respected and upheld, but we earnestly plead for your
understanding and mercy. [Defendant’s Name] has never been in trouble with the law before
and has already taken steps toward rehabilitation, including [mention any courses, therapy, or
other steps taken]. A lengthy sentence would shatter not just his/her life but the lives of
everyone who loves him/her.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for considering our heartfelt plea for
leniency. We trust in the judicial system's fairness and your wisdom to make the right decision.

Respectfully,

[Your Signature]
[Your Typed Name]



